                         WHITE ACRYLIC SNOW SCENE 

     Have ready – tubes of paint (one each red, yellow and blue); acrylic white paint- a tube, and some diluted with water to consistency of chocolate milk; water; brushes (Hake brush, 38, 14, 6,round, rigger); wax (white candle stubs); any papers you might want to use for collage; glue(matte medium); filed razor blade; Strathmore illustration board; newspapers
1.  Make marks with wax in the foreground and middleground. (optional) These marks should tease the eye up into the painting.  These marks will stay white forever.  You can't paint over them, however they can create interesting texture. 

2.  Brush clear water over sky down to the horizon with a hake brush (optional). =middle
3.  Squirt out 2 or 3 colors of watercolor to hopefully make a color close to the one you desire for the sky, but darker.  Use your color charts and knowledge you have.

4.  Brush the watercolor paint and a little water to the edge of the horizon with the hake brush.  Tilt the board and let drip down to the edge of the board.  

5.  Squirt white acrylic in to the top of sky area.  Mix with very little water and move paint down to the edge of the horizon using long even strokes as in a basic flat wash again with the hake brush.  The sky should be one flat color.  Tilt quickly to drip.  Add water if necessary.  Blend drips a little.  A Z stroke helps.  Leave white paper.
6.  Quickly dip brush in water and paint whitish mountains on the horizon (not 3 =middle)
7.  Make Trees.

     Quickly scrape paint to one side and up with the razor blade to make trunk, branches and twigs on tree.  Make tree in proportion to other parts of the painting and start bottoms of trees in different places, not in one line, to give distance.

Make pine trees with snow scraping from the top down.
8.  Scrape roof(s) and sides of buildings, if you like.

9.  Quickly work middleground and foreground by working lights and darks and interesting shapes.  Paint light and shadow sides of structures. LEAVE SOME WHITE PAPER!!  Use the same colors as in the sky and add only one or two different colors. Remember to zigzag to draw the viewer's eye in.   It will look different after it dries.

10.  As it dries add more touches of watercolor paint as needed to sharpen contrasts.

11.  Glue tissue paper, rice paper, or bark paper for a textured effect.  Crumple paper before gluing it.  Glue is matte medium.  Gluing onto wet paint gives a spidery effect.

12.  Paint on wet papers for a spidery effect, paint on dry for traditional watercolor effect.

13.  Stop before you think you are finished.  Allow painting to dry completely.

14.  Spatter white acrylic mixed with water over entire painting for a snow effect.  You can vary the spatter size. (optional)
15.  Admire.      And wash brushes with soap and water.                          Linda Abbey
